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KIDS IN NEED OF DEFENSE

A» .. -
Providing Protection to Unaccompanied -

and Separated Children in Latin America

KIND advances safety, stability and durable solutions through legal and psychosocial assistance,

reintegration, capacity strengthening, and advocacy.

Children are increasingly seeking safety across Latin America driven by violence,
persecution, political instability, extreme poverty, and family separation. Many travel
alone or become separated from family along the way, exposing them to heightened
risks of trafficking, exploitation, and abuse.

KIND is a global leader in the protection of unaccompanied and separated children. In Latin
America, KIND works across countries of origin, transit, and destination to ensure children can
access safety, family unity, and durable solutions grounded in their best interests.

KIND's regional work combines legal services, psychosocial care, child-friendly information,
partnership building, training, and advocacy. This holistic approach helps children understand
their rights, obtain protection, reunify with family, reintegrate safely, and strengthen the systems
that should protect them.

Reintegration Programming

Launched in 2011 as the first program of its kind, KIND’s Reintegration Program is tailor-
made to meet the unique needs of returning unaccompanied and separated children and their
families. KIND Reintegration supports children returning to Guatemala and Honduras through
child-centered, trauma-informed psychosocial support, case management, school enroliment,
health and mental health referrals, and income-generating opportunities.

Gender and Migration Initiatives (GMI)

KIND’s GMI complements KIND Reintegration by working to engage children, adolescents,
caregivers, and community leaders to prevent and respond to gender-based violence—one of
the key drivers of child migration—and create safer and more equitable communities.

Regional Conference on Migration (RCM)

KIND is supporting governments to strengthen regional protections for children on the move,
including by leading the development of RCM Regional Guidelines for the safe and dignified
return and sustainable reintegration of unaccompanied and separated children.

Key Regional Activities
Mexico: Legal assistance for asylum, family reunification, and regularization of immigration
status; psychosocial support and service referrals for children in transit and return contexts.

Guatemala and Honduras: Comprehensive reintegration support; gender-based violence
prevention and response; and work with parents, teachers, and community leaders to build
safer local support networks.

Across the Region: Protection pathways; consular collaboration; government capacity building;
partnerships with local, national, and international organizations; and advocacy for child-
centered laws, policies, and practices.

Impact in Latin America
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including 2,700+ returning reached through GBV in Mexico in 2024
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How KIND Protects
Children in Latin America

* Provides child-centered legal
and psychosocial assistance so
unaccompanied and separated
children can access asylum,
humanitarian visas, regular status,
family reunification, and essential
services.

¢ Supports safe return and
reintegration, helping children
and families reconnect with
school, health and mental health
care, livelihoods, and community
support.

* Prevents and responds to gender-
based violence by equipping
adolescents, teachers, caregivers,
and community members

with rights-based tools and

training.

¢ Strengthens regional protection
pathways by working across
borders with child welfare, asylum,
immigration, and consular actors
to center the best interests of the
child.

» Builds capacity and advocates
for systems that protect children
through trainings, technical
assistance, partnerships, and
practical reforms.

PHOTO| A girl embraces her father after he
arrived on an ICE deportation flight from the
U.S. on August 22, 2019 in Guatemala City,
Guatemala. Photo by John Moore/Getty Images





