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A Timeline: Tracking How the Second
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Protections for Unaccompanied Children

Executive Summary

In January 2025, the second Trump Administration began implementing its vision of a rapid overhaul of the U.S.
immigration system. It soon declared a national border emergency, abruptly narrowed access to asylum and refugee
protection, and launched whole-of-government efforts to detain and deport millions of people. The Administration
articulated an avowed commitment to combatting child trafficking and locating and protecting thousands of
unaccompanied children it deemed “lost” by the prior Administration. Instead, unaccompanied children have grown ever
more vulnerable as the Administration leverages widespread enforcement and policy reforms to target children, their
families, and longstanding child welfare safeguards designed to protect them.

Abandoning decades-long, bipartisan measures to prevent the return of unaccompanied children to harm, the
Administration has worked systematically to eviscerate child welfare and anti-trafficking protections for these children as
enshrined in the Homeland Security Act of 2002, the Trafficking Victims Protection Reauthorization Act of 2008 (TVPRA),
the Flores Settlement Agreement, and related regulations, in efforts to remove children and their families from the United
States. These longstanding but imperiled protections help ensure that unaccompanied children are treated with regard for
their particular vulnerability as children in the immigration system, including by transferring their care away from federal
immigration authorities and to the federal government’s child welfare agency. These protections require the government
to safely screen unaccompanied children at U.S. borders for protection needs and ensure they are cared for in safe
settings that account for children’s best interests and unique developmental, psychosocial, and physical needs. They
support children’s reunification with parents and other safe caregivers in the United States, and provide for access to legal
representation, psychosocial services, and independent child advocates so children can meaningfully participate in their
cases and have their protection claims fully and fairly considered. They also include repatriation safeguards to ensure
children who are ordered removed or voluntarily departing the country are not sent back to harm.

Through dozens of policies spanning federal agencies, and the signing into law of unprecedented new authorities and
funding directives, the Administration is erecting new and mounting barriers to children’s safety and eroding foundational
protections at every turn. In the process, it is exposing thousands of children to forced returns to grave harm—in violation

of U.S. and international law and our nation’s deeply held values. These policies are generating fear, exacerbating trauma,
and increasing risks for unaccompanied children at every stage of their search for protection, including by:

® terminating funding for vital legal services;

® seeking forced returns of hundreds of children with protection needs, without due process and consideration of
their legal claims;

® shuttering the Central American Minors (CAM) Program and other refugee and protection pathways for children
with dire protection needs;

® eroding protection screenings and safe reception of children at U.S. borders;
® pursuing summary removal of unaccompanied children throughout the country;

® restricting sponsorship and children’s safe reunification with parents and other loved ones;
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® permitting broad information sharing for immigration enforcement purposes and blurring the roles of the
Department of Homeland Security and Office of Refugee Resettlement;

® creating new immigration and law enforcement initiatives targeting children and sponsors;

® directing the termination of the federal Family Reunification Task Force charged with reunifying and supporting
families separated by the prior Zero Tolerance Policy and undertaking new separations;

® rescinding deferred action for abused and abandoned children granted immigration relief and exposing those
children to deportation orders;

® imposing new and soaring fees to apply for humanitarian protection;

® seeking termination of minimum child welfare standards that protect children in the immigration system and
expanding family detention;

® conducting enforcement actions at immigration courts, schools, churches, and hospitals; and

® eviscerating child-sensitive safeguards and procedures in immigration court.

During the first Trump Administration, Kids in Need of Defense (KIND) maintained and published a timeline of
administrative efforts to roll back protections for unaccompanied children to bring to light the profound and cumulative
effects of new policies on the safety, well-being, and daily lives of unaccompanied children. As the Trump Administration
rapidly revives and steadily promulgates new policies, efforts to renew the United States’s commitment to protecting
children has become only more urgent. With this in mind, KIND is restarting its timeline project, with plans to regularly
maintain the document to keep pace with new and emerging changes. In documenting these threats to children and
making their need for protection visible, KIND aims to spur collective efforts to protect, restore, and expand necessary
safeguards for unaccompanied children to ensure every child’s safety and ability to thrive.
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https://supportkind.org/resources/timeline-trump-administration-rolling-back-protections/

