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KIND works internationally and across borders to  
protect and promote children’s fundamental right to  
be with their families, through holistic interventions  
that prevent and mitigate separation and facilitate  
family reunification. 

Family unity is a fundamental human right. Yet, family 
separation is the backdrop to every unaccompanied or 
separated child’s story. Whether children migrate alone or 
are separated from their families along their journeys, family 
separation is an enduring trauma with life-long impacts on a 
child’s health and development. Preserving the right to family 
life and family unity is also a precondition to the protection of 
other child rights and central to safeguarding children’s best 
interests. Upholding and protecting family unity is integral to 
KIND’s work and mission of child protection.  

Supporting Family Unity for Unaccompanied  
and Separated Children  
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Providing strategic, innovative legal 
information, assistance, and representation 
through our staff and partners, to prevent 
family separation and help children access 
protection and family reunification pathways. 

Providing child-centered, trauma-informed 
psychosocial services to support children 
at all stages of their journeys, whether they 
are experiencing separation, navigating 
reunifications, or reintegrating into  
their communities.  

Sharing tools and information to help children 
and families understand and exercise their 
rights and available resources.  

Advocating for policies and solutions that 
promote children’s rights and best interests, 
prevent family separation, and facilitate family 
reunification. 

Building capacity and strengthening child 
protection systems and increasing key actors’ 
understanding of how they can protect and 
preserve families through partnerships, 
training, and technical assistance.   

KIND Supports Family Unity by  

Resources
Learn more about KIND’s family unity work.
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https://supportkind.org/what-we-do/family-separation-response/
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Preventing and Mitigating the Harmful 
Impacts of Family Separation
	▪KIND works closely with partners to promote policies in 

Europe that protect unaccompanied children and minimize 
the likelihood of family separation and child trafficking, 
including recommendations to strengthen transnational 
procedures for family reunification within the European Union 
and improve protection of children displaced from Ukraine. 
Working with partners across Europe KIND supports and 
empowers guardians to help ensure that unaccompanied  
and separated children receive legal and psychosocial 
services through their transition to adulthood, including 
specialized legal assistance to facilitate family reunification.

	▪KIND has worked along the U.S.-Mexico border to provide 
legal screenings, targeted social services, and information to 
families at risk of separation, and successfully advocated to 
keep families together.

	▪ In the United States, KIND successfully advocated to 
embed child protection officials within border enforcement 
offices to prevent unnecessary and harmful separations. 

	▪KIND mounted a transnational response to families forcibly 
separated at the U.S.-Mexico border, including by providing 
legal and psychosocial support to children and parents 
reunified in the United States, Guatemala, and Honduras; 
representing families in their reunification procedures; 
running a Help Desk to provide screenings, resources, 
and information; and assisting families to register for the 
reunification process. KIND’s work informed procedures in 
the United States, including the creation of a task force on 
family reunification and implementation of a court settlement 
to prevent future family separation policies.

Facilitating Cross-Border Family 
Reunification  
	▪Across Europe, including In Greece, Italy, and Ireland, KIND 

and our partners assist in transnational family reunifications 
serving children from across Africa, Asia, and the Middle 
East. In Italy, KIND’s partner, the Italian Refugee Council (CIR), 
has mapped family reunification procedures across several 
European countries and provides direct legal assistance to 
children and youth in family reunification procedures.  

	▪ In Ireland, KIND’s partners, the Immigrant Council of 
Ireland and the Irish Refugee Council, engage with the 
Department of Justice, Home Affairs and Migration on legal 
and policy issues arising in family reunification cases, and 
work with pro bono partners to develop recommendations 
and to provide legal assistance to families seeking 
reunification.

	▪KIND supported children in El Salvador, Guatemala, and 
Honduras seeking to reunify with their parents in the United 
States through the Central American Minors (CAM) Program, 
including by conducting outreach, providing application 
support and case management, developing informational 
materials, and preparing children for their refugee interviews.  

	▪KIND supported a binational process created by the United 
States and Mexico to allow unaccompanied children who had 
been in the custody of Mexican authorities to be transferred 
to U.S. authorities, following a determination by Mexican child 
welfare officials that family reunification in the United States 
was in a child’s best interests. Children received orientation 
on the process and were referred to legal services in the 
United States after the transfer.  

	▪KIND represents unaccompanied Afghan children brought 
to the United States as part of the relocation of Afghan 
nationals following the Taliban’s takeover of the government 
in 2021 and has worked to support legislation offering 
permanent residence to Afghan parolees and help children in 
the family reunification process.  

Erithie’s Story

In Ireland, KIND worked with a 17-year-old unaccompanied 
child from the Democratic Republic of Congo, Erithié. His 
father and sister had fled to South Africa. KIND’s law firm 
partner, A&L Goodbody, supported Erithié to make an ap-
plication for family reunification in April 2021. They helped 
Erithié to complete the application and gather the necessary 
documents to prove the identity and familial link between him 
and his family, including birth certificates, ID documents, and 
passports. To help move the case forward and ultimately reach 
a positive decision after delays, the family underwent DNA 
testing to prove the familial link. A positive decision was issued 
in October 2022. A&L Goodbody supported Erithié with visa 
applications for his father and sister and the family was finally 
reunited in Ireland in April 2023. A&L Goodbody provided 
additional support to ensure access to housing support when 
the family arrived in Ireland. Erithié describes the process and 
impact of reunifying with his family in this video.  

Photo Credit: Migrants looking for safety. Photo by Brett Gundlock

2

https://supportkind.org/resources/stepping-stones-to-safety/
https://supportkind.org/resources/my-coming-of-age-story-co-a-st/
https://supportkind.org/resources/my-coming-of-age-story-co-a-st/
https://cir-rifugiati.org/
https://www.immigrantcouncil.ie/
https://www.immigrantcouncil.ie/
https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/
https://www.uscis.gov/CAM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=evHhjq_sVkc
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Supporting Children and Families 
Post-Reunification 
	▪When unaccompanied and separated children return to 

their countries of origin, KIND supports them to reunify 
with their family members in their home countries. KIND 
launched its Child Migrant Return and Reintegration Program 
(CMRRP) in 2010 to respond to the needs of unaccompanied 
children returning to Central America. KIND’s CMRRP provides 
in-home psychosocial support, educational and economic 
empowerment, group programming, referrals and support 
accessing additional services to returning children and their 
families.  

	▪KIND’s psychosocial services include a range of holistic 
interventions tailored to meet the specific socio-emotional 
needs of unaccompanied and separated children and 
their regional context. Engagement with trusted social 
service providers at KIND promotes post traumatic growth, 
by modeling of healthy attachment, positive coping skills 
in support of emotional health outcomes, and concrete 
support and community linkages that promote the ability 
for successful integration into family units and new 
communities. This support also improves children’s ability to 
participate fully in their legal cases. Some of the strategies 
used as part of the model include referral-based case 
management, preventative services to combat exploitation 
and revictimization, and group-based services that 
strengthen peer support, a sense of belonging, self-efficacy 
and agency. These child-centered, and culturally responsive 
services promote resilience as post-reunification services can 
successfully provide a safety net and strengthen networks of 
support for unaccompanied and separated children.

A Family Reunited

KIND worked with four young girls who were forcibly 
separated from their mother at the U.S.-Mexico border as 
they were seeking U.S. protection; the girls were 7, 9, 11, 
and 16 at the time. After the separation, the girls went to 
live with their biological father in the United States. Their 
mother was eventually deported back to Honduras. The 
girls were devastated. None of them had ever been away 
from their mother before. They tried to talk to her every 
day; she was hiding from the abuser she initially fled, who 
threatened to harm her again. KIND represented the girls 
in their immigration proceedings to help them access 
safety in the United States. Meanwhile, their mother was 
doing all she could to return and reunite with her daugh-
ters, who were growing up without her. KIND staff met 
with their mother in Honduras to identify reunification and 
protection solutions, and KIND connected her with legal 
representation. After nearly three years, their mother was 
among the first parents who returned to the United States 
as part of the Biden Administration’s Family Reunification 
Task Force, with which KIND worked to reunite separated 
families. Their joyful reunion was a dream come true for 
them all. 

“The family is the natural 
and fundamental group 
unit of society and is 
entitled to protection by 
society and the State.”
- Universal Declaration of Human Rights

Photo Credit: A family with children evacuating from Pokrovsk board an 
evacuation train at the Pavlohrad railroad station on September 5, 2024 in 
Pavlohrad, Dnipropetrovsk Oblast, Ukraine. Photo by Yan Dobronosov/Global 
Images Ukraine via Getty Images
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