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Vision 
Statement 

serves as the leading organization for the protection of 

children who enter the U.S. immigration system alone 

and strives to ensure that no such child appears in 

immigration court without representation. We achieve 

fundamental fairness through high-quality legal 

representation and by advancing the child’s best 

interests, safety, and well-being. 
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The names of all children in this report have been changed to protect their identity. 
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Dear Friends, 

Our work to help unaccompanied 

immigrant and refugee children in 

the United States has become even 

more urgent in the last year, as the 

number of these children arriving in 

the U.S. and placed in deportation 

proceedings has increased to un-

precedented levels – and keeps ris-

ing. In fiscal year 2012, their num-

ber doubled from the previous year 

to nearly 14,000. In fiscal year 2013, 

their number is expected to be 

about 23,500. 

More and more children are fleeing 

violence, persecution, abuse, aban-

donment, and deep deprivation and 

find themselves struggling to under-

stand a system they know nothing 

about, in a language they do not 

speak, and without the assistance 

of a parent or legal guardian to help 

protect and guide them. They are 

scared, confused, and, without an 

attorney, virtually unable to present 

their claim for U.S. protection to an 

immigration judge.  

The surge in their numbers means 

that without our help, many thou-

sands – well more than half – will 

appear in an adversarial hearing 

before an immigration judge with a 

government attorney arguing for 

their deportation. These children 

are at risk of being sent 

home to a situation 

where they can face 

grave, even life-

threatening, harm. 

KIND has been enor-

mously successful in helping the 

thousands – nearly 5,000 to date – 

of children referred to us. With the 

ever-increasing numbers of children 

in need of our assistance, KIND is 

rising to the challenge. We now 

have more than 170 law firm, cor-

porate, and law school partners 

who have in many cases succeeded 

in helping their client gain U.S. pro-

tection, changing the trajectory of 

these children’s lives. In KIND’s first 

four years, our partners donated 

more than $50 million in pro bono 

representation, a contribution that 

is measured in dollars but for the 

children they helped is priceless. 

It’s this support that gives us the 

confidence to know that we can 

help the growing numbers of chil-

dren in need. We will also continue 

to intensify our outreach, public 

education, and advocacy efforts 

toward this end. KIND regularly 

meets with Administration officials 

and staff on Capitol Hill to improve 

law and policy to better protect 

these children. We have worked 

continually on comprehensive im-

migration reform and appropria-

tions to ensure adequate support 

for unaccompanied children’s ser-

vices.  

We are also pleased to report that 

in the third year of our Guatemalan 

Child Return and Reintegration Pro-

ject, we have helped more than 100 

children return safely and reinte-

grate into their communities, 

providing them access to basic ser-

vices that can enable them to sup-

port themselves and create a hope-

ful future in their home countries. 

We hope to expand the project to 

help the many more children in 

Guatemala and the region who 

need assistance upon their return 

from the United States. 

As part of the KIND family, we thank 

you for your support and look for-

ward to many more years of part-

nership and life-changing assistance 

to thousands more of these unique-

ly vulnerable children who desper-

ately need our help – now, more 

than ever before. 

Sincerely, 

Brad Smith 

Board Co-Chair 

Executive Vice President and 

General Counsel, Microsoft 

Angelina Jolie 

Board Co-Chair 

UNHCR Special Envoy 

Letter from  

Board Chairs 
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An historic number of children came to 

the United States without a parent or legal 

guardian in 2012.  Nearly double in num-

ber from the previous year, these children 

were fleeing persecution, severe 

abuse, conflict, female genital 

mutilation, abandonment, forced 

marriage, and deep deprivation. 

Others were trafficked, or came 

to find parents who had left 

them behind years before. Near-

ly 14,000 came from all over the 

world and were placed in depor-

tation proceedings. They ranged 

in age from toddlers to teenag-

ers. None were appointed a lawyer. 

Public defenders do not exist in the U.S. 

immigration system so no lawyers are pro-

vided to immigrants, not even to children. 

This means that toddlers – the youngest 

child referred to KIND was two years old – 

and all ages above are expected to find 

and pay for an attorney, or represent 

themselves in immigration court. Many 

thousands of these children go unrepre-

sented as a result. Without counsel, they 

can be returned to their home country 

where their well-being, or even their lives, 

may be in danger. 

Founded in 2008 by the Microsoft Corpo-

ration and Angelina Jolie, KIND works to 

find pro bono attorneys for these children 

so that they have a fair chance of making 

their claim for U.S. protection. In 2012, 

KIND partnered with more than 150 law 

firms, corporations, and law schools that 

agreed to represent unaccompanied chil-

dren in their immigration proceedings. 

These pro bono attorneys have dramati-

cally changed the lives of children referred 

to KIND – in a number of cases likely sav-

ing them – and given them a future many 

never dreamed possible.  

Children Alone  

and In Need 

Public 

defenders do 

not exist in the 

immigration 

system. 

Not even for 

children. 

More than 23,0000 unaccompanied 
children  

are expected to enter the U.S. 

immigration system in FY2013. Children 
have told KIND that increasing violence 

led them to flee.  

2010      2011        2012          2013 
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KIND helps children like Mary, 6, and Sarah, 15, sis-

ters from Mali who were victims of female genital 

mutilation. Sarah also came to escape a forced mar-

riage to a much older man who she feared, and who 

already had multiple wives. Suliman was 15 when 

his father was killed by the Taliban and was told 

that he would be next. He fled to the United States 

where he hoped he would gain protection. KIND 

also helps children like Alberto, who was living in El 

Salvador with his grandmother, when gangs started 

pressuring him to join. They shot at him and put his 

name on a list of those they would kill for refusing 

them. After his cousin was killed by the gang, Alber-

to fled to the U.S. for protection. Fifi was three 

years old when she was pulled from the rubble after 

the 2010 earthquake in Haiti, which destroyed her 

home and community. She came to the U.S. to live 

in safety with an aunt. Cecil’s only caretaker in Hon-

duras – his aunt – abused and neglected him; he 

was seven years old when he came to the United 

States to escape. Mei, 16, from China was trafficked 

to the U.S. for forced labor. 

Who Are the Children KIND Helps? 

Fear of persecution in  
West Africa 

Four years ago, Laurent, a 15-year
-old West African soccer player, 
found himself alone and scared in 
a New York City airport. Laurent 
had travelled to the United States 
with his fellow teammates to play 
in an international youth soccer 
tournament. However, upon the 

conclusion of the tournament, 
instead of returning home with his 
teammates, Laurent sought the 
help of a stranger outside the 
airport. Speaking in French, 
Laurent explained to the stranger 
– a taxi driver who would later 
become his caretaker – that he 
was afraid to go home because his 
life was in danger there. After the 
political party that Laurent’s 
father supported fell out of 
power, Laurent, his father, and 
many other supporters of the old 
regime began facing persecution. 
Laurent was kidnapped twice; 

each time he was interrogated, 
cut with a knife, and beaten. In 
order to protect Laurent, his 
father sent him to hide with a 
friend who helped Laurent get to 
the United States. For almost two 
years, Toure – the stranger who 
Laurent befriended at the airport 
– cared for Laurent, and 
supported his academic pursuits, 
which included enrolling in GED 
classes at a community college. 
After Laurent was referred, KIND 
matched him with Patton Boggs 
LLP, which helped Laurent get a 
green card.  

S 

How do Children Come to KIND? 
Most of the children KIND helps are apprehended by U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) officials 

shortly after they have crossed into the United States. They are taken into custody and placed into deporta-

tion proceedings regardless of why they came or what they were fleeing. 

These children are referred to KIND from a government facility where they are held until a sponsor is found 

who agrees to care for the child throughout her immigration proceedings, including making sure that she 

attends her court hearings. More than 90 percent of all children are released within a few weeks. Nearly all 

the children KIND helps live with a sponsor.  

uccess 
tory 
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How Does KIND Help These Children? 
KIND matches children referred to us with 

pro bono attorneys who agree to represent 

the child in her immigration proceedings. 

KIND had been referred more than 4,500 

children by the end of 2012. KIND pro bono 

attorneys at our partner law firms, corpora-

tions, and law schools generously donate 

their time and talent, helping these children 

make their cases for U.S. protection. These 

attorneys become zealous advocates for 

their clients and, in addition to providing vi-

tal legal assistance, they show the child com-

passion and care, which many of these chil-

dren have rarely experienced in their lives.  

Pro bono attorneys working with KIND do 

not need immigration experience. Tax attor-

neys, transactional attorneys, real estate 

attorneys, and those from many other types 

of practice areas, have won cases for their 

child clients. KIND provides comprehensive 

trainings on representing unaccompanied 

children, and mentors attorneys individually 

throughout every stage of their client’s case. 

 

Protecting Children and Families 

The National Association of Women Lawyers 
(NAWL) launched a new pro bono project with 
KIND, and the American Bar Association 
Children's Rights Litigation Committee to 
identify pro bono opportunities for NAWL 
members to help protect the rights of children 
and families. "The lack of legal services, 
particularly for women and families, has 
reached a crisis point nationwide," said Beth 
Kaufman, Partner, Schoeman Updike & 
Kaufman, LLP, and NAWL President. 

Suliman  
Suliman is a 16-year-old boy from 
Afghanistan. He is an exceptional 
athlete, and was a member of Af-
ghanistan’s national team in his 
sport, representing Afghanistan in 

several international competi-
tions. In 2008, the Taliban started 
to try to recruit Suliman.  He re-
fused. Suliman and his father re-
ceived frequent threats from the 
Taliban, ordering Suliman to stop 
participating in international com-
petitions.  Several men came to 
their home, threatening to kill 
them if Suliman did not stop. Su-
liman’s father encouraged him to 
continue to compete, however. 
After Suliman won several medals 

in an international competition, 
the threats intensified. Upon re-
turning from another competi-
tion, Suliman learned that the Tal-
iban had kidnapped and killed his 
father. Suliman went into hiding 
and eventually made his way to 
the U.S.-Mexico border, where he 
asked for asylum. Working with 
KIND, Gibson Dunn LLP success-
fully represented Suliman, helping 
him gain status in the United 
States. 

"I cannot imagine what it must be like for a 

child to be alone in a foreign country, facing 

language barriers, and forced to represent 

himself in deportation proceedings.”  

-Renee Erickson, Hogan Lovells LLP 

S uccess 
tory 
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 Facts 2012 

$ 
More than 4,500 children had been 
referred to KIND by the end of 2012. 

66 

5,500 
lawyers trained 

More than 

50 million 

in pro bono assistance 

since 2009 

countries of origin 

150 law firm, corporate, and law 
school partners since 2009 
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KIND conducts numerous trainings 

nationwide at a variety of venues 

including law firms, corporations, 

law schools, bar associations, and 

chapters of the American Immigra-

tion Lawyers Association. The 

trainings range from introductory 

sessions on representing unaccom-

panied children in immigration 

court to advanced training in spe-

cial immigrant juvenile status.   

Among the bar association train-

ings, KIND presented at the His-

panic National Bar Association’s 

Annual Convention in Seattle and 

at the National Asian Pacific Ameri-

can Bar Association’s National Con-

vention in Atlanta. KIND also par-

ticipated in webinars and discus-

sions with colleague organizations 

such as the Washington Council of 

Lawyers and the Practicing Law 

Institute. 

KIND produced its first-ever train-

ing manual on representing unac-

companied children for KIND pro 

bono attorneys. The manual, which 

can be accessed by KIND volun-

teers on our website, is divided 

into easily navigable chapters; 

each chapter is organized by ques-

tions often asked by pro bono 

attorneys. Our goal is to ensure 

that both our live trainings and 

training materials are easily ac-

cessible and user-friendly out of 

recognition that our volunteers 

are busy professionals with multi-

ple demands on their time. 

KIND explained the vulnerabilities 

of unaccompanied children at a 

U.S. Citizenship and Immigration 

Services Refugee, Asylum, and In-

ternational Operations Directorate 

training for new officers who will 

likely come into contact with these 

children in their work. 

KIND President Wendy Young ap-

peared on numerous panels to ex-

plain the challenges unaccompa-

nied children face as their numbers 

increase dramatically, including 

their need for representation. 

Young presented at a panel at the 

Migration Policy Institute, moder-

ated by KIND Board Member Kath-

leen Newland, the Pro Bono Insti-

tute annual conference, Cornell 

University Law School, and at the 

Center for Migration Studies in 

New York City. KIND also present-

ed on a national call sponsored by 

Detention Watch Network and 

conducted additional online out-

reach. 

KIND was awarded a grant from 

the John D. and Catherine T. Mac-

Arthur Foundation to create a 

comprehensive training program 

on representing unaccompanied 

children for pro bono attorneys 

nationwide with the Catholic Legal 

Immigration Network (CLINIC) and 

the Center for Gender and Refugee 

Studies.  

Training and  

Public Outreach 

The 2002 Homeland Security Act defines an 

unaccompanied alien child as a  child who:  

 has no lawful immigration status in the United States;  

 has not attained 18 years of age; and 

 with respect to whom (i) there is no parent or legal guardian in 

the United States; or (ii) no parent or legal guardian in the 

United States available to provide care and physical custody.  
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KIND supporters turned out in large numbers to cele-
brate and recognize the contributions of recent immi-
grants to the United States at an event co-sponsored 
by KIND and the editors of Green Card Stories, a book 
of essays that chronicles the challenges and joys that 
newcomers often experience in their journeys to the 

United States and in their quest to gain legal status, 
including some who arrived as unaccompanied chil-
dren. A portion of the proceeds from book sales at 
the event were donated to KIND. Co-collaborator of 
the book Stephen Yale-Loehr, a Cornell University law 
professor and highly respected immigration attorney 
said, "Green Card Stories tells the story of America – 
E Pluribus Unum (out of one, many) – and shows the 
diversity of not only immigrants, but also of their per-
sonal stories." 

Green Card Stories 

KIND Board Co-Chair Brad Smith joined award 

winning director Spike Lee to honor Martin 

Luther King, Jr. at Microsoft's annual celebration 

of the civil rights leader in Redmond, WA. 

Norma, a child helped by KIND, also participated 

in the ceremony, telling the audience of several 

hundred people about fleeing severe abuse in 

her home country and coming to the United 

States to seek protection. Now 19, Norma, 

received a green card thanks to her pro bono 

attorneys at Alston & Bird LLP, and is rebuilding 

her life in safety. 

Honoring a Legacy of Human Rights 

Norma, Alston & Bird LLP Pro Bono Attorney Joann Wakana, 

Director Spike Lee, and KIND Pro Bono Coordinator Lindsay Lang.  

"Having legal permanent status was life-

changing for my client. His case is the perfect 

example of the importance of unaccompa-

nied children having access to a support net-

work of people that can assist them, including 

legal counsel.” 

-Katherine Ku, Munger, Tolles & Olson LLP 

Stephen Yale-Loehr, co-collaborator, Green Card Stories  

http://www.greencardstories.com/


Kids in Need of Defense — 2012 Annual Report  12  

More than 200 of KIND's friends and supporters 
came together in Washington, DC to honor Cov-
ington & Burling LLP, Nixon Peabody LLP, and Sey-
farth Shaw LLP– firms that have provided extraor-
dinary support to unaccompanied children, and 
the work of KIND. Accepting the awards were Tim-
othy Hester, chair of Covington & Burling's man-
agement committee; Jeffrey Lesk, managing part-
ner of Nixon Peabody's DC office; and J. Stephen 
Poor, Seyfarth Shaw's chair and managing partner. 

After receiving KIND's 2012 Allegiance Award, Hes-
ter said that when Covington & Burling heard that 
children face immigration court alone, the firm's 
first question was, "How can this be?", and their 
second question was, "How can we help?" Nixon 
Peabody’s Lesk said that anyone with a child in 
their lives would never want that young person to 
be in a courtroom alone in an adversarial proceed-
ing, particularly if the child had suffered some 
form of trauma. Poor, of Seyfarth Shaw, said he 
was honored to have KIND as the first nonprofit 
organization with which the firm shared its Sey-
farthLean client service model to help KIND better 
serve children.  

KIND Board Co-Chair Brad Smith closed the even-
ing, telling KIND supporters, "In an industry where 
time is money, hundreds of lawyers have volun-
teered to work on KIND cases, resulting in thou-
sands of hours that have changed the trajectory of 
the lives of thousands of unaccompanied children. 
This is a testament to your commitment and your 
passion towards KIND's mission. For this we are 
extremely thankful for your partnership."  

Pro Bono Service Awards 

Kidnapped at Age 8 
Noel, an 8-year-old boy from 
Honduras, lost his sole caretaker 
– his grandmother – when she 
was hit and killed by a bus. His 
parents had migrated years be-

fore to the United States.  Noel 
was taken to stay with an aunt 
who did not have the financial 
means to care for him. Noel's 
parents decided that he should 
join them in the United States. 
After crossing the border into the 
U.S., Noel was kidnapped and 
held hostage. His captors often 
deprived him of food and water. 
He witnessed acts of violence 
against other captives, also mi-
grants. He was forced to serve as 

a lookout at the house where he 
was imprisoned. U.S. officials 
raided the house; Noel was even-
tually released to family mem-
bers in the U.S. who agreed to 
care for him throughout his im-
migration proceedings. KIND 
matched Noel with an attorney 
at Nixon Peabody LLP who is 
working hard to make sure the 
boy does not have to return to an 
unsafe future without a guardian 
in Honduras. 

Timothy Hester, Covington & Burling; J. Stephen Poor, Seyfarth Shaw; 

KIND President Wendy Young; KIND Board Co-Chair Brad Smith; 

Jeffrey Lesk, Nixon Peabody  

S uccess 
tory 

http://cov.com
http://cov.com
http://nixonpeabody.com
http://www.seyfarth.com
http://www.seyfarth.com
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Advocating to change law, policy, and practice to 

improve the treatment and enhance the protec-

tion of unaccompanied children constitutes a key 

element of KIND’s strategic plan. KIND worked 

throughout 2012 to ensure that any comprehen-

sive immigration bill introduced in 2013 would in-

clude language to help close the dire representa-

tion gap that results in thousands of children fac-

ing immigration court without an attorney. KIND 

also worked to gain support for a greater commit-

ment to the safe repatriation and reintegration of 

children returning to their home countries alone, 

and to ensure adequate funding for unaccompa-

nied children’s services, including the facilitation 

of pro bono counsel and child advocates, through 

robust appropriations.  

To highlight and devise strategies to respond to 

the unprecedented surge in unaccompanied chil-

dren, KIND helped facilitate a stakeholders 

meeting at the White House of U.S. government 

officials and nongovernmental organizations 

(NGOs). At the meeting, which was called by the 

White House Domestic Policy Council’s Senior Poli-

cy Director for Immigration, NGOs that work with 

these children discussed their concerns about 

providing services to children in this “new normal” 

of significantly more children. Government offi-

cials explained how their agencies were address-

ing the increase, and all agreed that continued col-

laboration was needed. 

KIND also met with Secretary of Health and Hu-

man Services Kathleen Sebelius to explain how the 

surge was affecting pro bono representation and 

how unaccompanied children desperately needed 

attorneys. 

Advocacy 

Advocacy Day 2012 
In May, KIND led teams to Capitol Hill for 

meetings with Congressional staffers during 

KIND-Troutman Sanders Advocacy Day 2012 

to gain support for vital services that help 

unaccompanied children in the United 

States, including the facilitation of pro bono 

representation. KIND pro bono attorneys 

from numerous partner law firms 

participated, including Kirkland & Ellis LLP; 

Dickstein Shapiro LLP; Hughes Hubbard & 

Reed LLP; and Nixon Peabody LLP. 

Participants told Congressional staffers 

about their work with unaccompanied children 

and about the children themselves. Policy experts 

from Microsoft and Troutman Sanders provided 

advocacy training, as did a senior Congressional 

staff member. The Honorable Eric T. Washington, 

Chief Judge, District of Columbia Court Of Appeals 

gave the keynote address.  

KIND supporters on Capitol Hill  
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KIND presented an in-depth analy-

sis of the staffing, infrastructure, 

and resources that would be re-

quired to meet the legal needs of 

all unaccompanied children at a 

meeting attended by high-level 

government officials, senior law 

firm representatives, corporations, 

foundations, and colleague NGOs 

working with unaccompanied chil-

dren.  Attorney General Eric Hold-

er opened the meeting and ex-

pressed his strong support for en-

suring that unaccompanied chil-

dren be represented by 

counsel in their immigra-

tion proceedings. The 

study, conducted by BWB 

Solutions with support 

from Microsoft, which 

built upon a business 

model BWB had devel-

oped for the creation of 

KIND, also determined how 

pro bono representation has 

helped narrow the representation 

gap in recent years. Attorney Gen-

eral Holder expressed his desire to 

work toward a solution that would 

ensure that children do not have 

to face an immigration courtroom 

alone.  

How to Represent All Children in Need 

The National Council of La Raza 
(NCLR) presented KIND with its 
Annual Public Service Award. 
KIND Board Co-Chair Brad Smith 
accepted the award on behalf 
of KIND before more than 750 
government officials, business 
leaders, and community 

activists. The gala was hosted 
by Natalie Morales, news 
anchor for NBC's TODAY. 

Nixon Peabody LLP and Hughes 
Hubbard & Reed LLP recognized 
KIND’s Washington, DC office as 
part of their respective pro 
bono awards week. 

Walter has a traumatic history of 
abuse and neglect. His father died 
when he was a few months old; 
his mother died when he was 
eight years old. Upon his mother's 
death, Walter moved into the 

home of his uncle, who treated 
him well. The uncle died when 
Walter was 12 years old. Walter's 
aunt began to mistreat him. She 
no longer allowed him to attend 
school. She forced him to work 
long hours in a store. Some of the 
customers sexually abused Walter. 
Walter was not allowed to play 
outside or even to socialize with 
other children. His aunt also emo-
tionally, verbally, and physically 

abused him. She often hit him 
with electrical cords and belts. She 
at times threw him out of the 
house, and he slept on the streets. 
After several years of living in this 
abusive environment, Walter 
came to the United States seeking 
protection. KIND placed Walter's 
case with Goodwin Procter LLP 
which helped Walter gain a green 
card. Walter is planning to attend 
college in the fall. 

Attorney General Eric Holder 

Honors 

S uccess 
tory 
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2012 was KIND’s third consecutive year of growth as 

the level of pro bono contributions from our law firm 

and corporate partners continued to climb.  Thanks 

to our partners’ continued generosity and commit-

ment, child clients received $18 million in pro bono 

hours in 2012.  This brings the tally of pro bono sup-

port during our first four years to more than $50 mil-

lion. (This figure does not account for significant con-

tributions of pro bono hours from corporations, 

small law firms, solo practitioners, and law school 

clinics.) This assistance has been vital in helping KIND 

ensure that as many children as possible are repre-

sented in immigration court.  

Law firm and law school partners also made in-kind 

contributions of office space for KIND field offices 

and provided venues for events, panels, roundtables, 

trainings, and meetings.  In addition, law firms gen-

erously provided additional financial contributions 

towards operating costs and to underwrite events.  

We offer special thanks to Covington & Burling LLP; 

Hogan Lovells LLP; Kirkland & Ellis LLP; and Nixon 

Peabody LLP for their generous support of our 2012 

Pro Bono Service Awards event.  In Los Angeles, 

Munger, Tolles, & Olson LLP and the Paul Davis MTO 

Associates Fund renewed (and increased) their sup-

port for an emergency fund for KIND clients with ur-

gent needs for food, clothing, and transportation to 

court appearances.  In Boston, Proskauer Rose LLP’s 

Annual Charitable Giving Program provided a re-

newed grant towards the KIND office’s recruitment 

and training of lawyers. 

Complementing these impressive contributions, 

KIND also receives financial support from founda-

tions, corporations, the U.S. government and individ-

uals.  

In response to the historic influx of unaccompanied 

children to the United States, which has caused 

KIND’s caseload to increase enormously, KIND 

launched its first-ever challenge grant campaign to 

raise $150,000 to meet a generous offer from Mi-

crosoft to match dollar-for-dollar funds KIND raises 

to this level. The campaign, No Child Should Stand 

Alone, reached its year-end fundraising goal and 

continued into 2013.   

Supporting 

KIND’s Work 

"My advice to lawyers contemplating taking 

a KIND case would be not to avoid taking a 

case due to language barriers, unfamiliarity 

with immigration procedures and processes, 

or having such a young client. KIND will 

walk you through each step, process, and 

procedure, so you won't be alone." 

-Jennifer Tomsen,  

Greenberg Traurig LLP 

UNHCR, J. Björgvinsson, June 2010 
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Guatemalan Child Return 
The third year of KIND’s Guate-

malan Child Return and Reinte-

gration Project (GCRRP), in part-

nership with The Global Fund for 

Children, has been an unqualified 

success.  The pilot has helped 

more than 100 unaccompanied 

children return safely to Guate-

mala, and provided comprehen-

sive support to facilitate reinte-

gration into their communities. 

Services provided through GCRRP 

include assistance with family re-

unification, education, vocational 

training, and access to health 

care, including psychosocial coun-

seling. 

Working closely with the Office of 

Refugee Resettlement and attor-

neys representing children, 

GCRRP makes its services availa-

ble to children from Guatemala 

who know they will be returning 

and wish to participate in the 

project. A GCRRP social worker 

then conducts an intake with the 

child to determine his social ser-

vice needs upon return. 

Most of the children in 

GCRRP are from the 

Western Highlands 

where poverty is wide-

spread and families de-

pend on low-wage agri-

cultural work to earn a 

living.  The majority are 

Mayan children be-

tween 15 and 17 years 

old, 22 percent girls and 

78 percent boys, who 

speak a Mayan lan-

guage, but not neces-

sarily Spanish, and have 

little formal education.   

Their needs upon return 

are diverse and complex. 

Many families cannot afford to 

travel from the remote highlands 

to Guatemala City, where their 

child returns from the U.S. With 

its local nongovernmental (NGO) 

partners -- Refugio de la Niñez 

(Refugio), Fundación Castillo de 

Amor para la Niñez (Castillo), 

Desarrollo Sostenible para Guate-

mala (DESGUA), Asociación Pop 

No’j (Pop No’j) -- GCRRP helps 

ensure that a family member is 

able to reunite with the child at 

the airport, and also works to ad-

dress the causes of the child’s 

migration to the U.S. and to help 

provide alternatives to remigra-

tion. These include identifying 

scholarships to cover school fees, 

vocational and entrepreneurial 

training, referrals to medical ser-

vices, and peer and psychological 

support, particularly for female 

victims of sexual abuse. GCRRP 

also helps families that lack 

adequate food and clothing.  

The government of Guatemala 

has been very supportive of the 

project. GCRRP met with the First 

Lady of Guatemala, Mrs. Rosa 

Leal de Perez; the First Lady has 

since made the safe return and 

Girl at youth retreat in Guatemala. 
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and Reintegration Project  
reintegration of children a priority of her office, 

and has become a leader on the issue in the re-

gion. 

GCRRP presented at the first-ever conference to 

address the challenges faced by Guatemalan 

unaccompanied children, in Guatemala City, 

which brought together migration and child pro-

tection experts from the region. The convening 

was the first time the growing network of gov-

ernment, NGOs, and academics working to ad-

dress child migrants’ needs in Guatemala came 

together to share knowledge and experiences. 

The attendees included the First Lady of Guate-

mala, representatives from Guatemala’s Minis-

try of Foreign Affairs, and UNICEF.   

KIND has also worked to educate policymakers 

in the U.S. government, including the State De-

partment, and the United Nations about return 

and reintegration. 

GCRRP participated in a youth retreat organized 

by its local NGO partners attended by 40 Guate-

malan youth, half of whom were GCRRP partici-

pants.  Another first, the retreat was an oppor-

tunity for young people to 

share their migration experi-

ences and to receive peer and 

professional support to help 

them with reintegration issues.   

An independent evaluation of 

the project commissioned by 

The Howard G. Buffett Founda-

tion found that GCRRP has re-

sulted in clear and positive impacts for children 

alone returning to Guatemala. The diversity of 

services offered, as well as the fact that GCRRP 

works with the entire family to help ensure a 

successful reintegration, have contributed to 

the project’s success. In its collaborative work 

with a wide range of stakeholders, GCRRP has 

also helped raise the profile of child migration in 

the region, and the dire need to address the 

child migrants’ unique needs, the research re-

ported.   

KIND is working to expand GCRRP in Guatemala 

and to establish a similar program elsewhere in 

the region. The growing number of children re-

turning from the U.S. to the region underscores 

the need for return and reintegration programs 

to address the many protection challenges that 

children who migrate alone face both before 

their departure, while in transit, and upon re-

turn.  

Successfully 

providing a 

safety net for 

children 

returning 

home. 
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Children with whom KIND worked were featured 

on two national network television news shows, 

NBC Nightly News and CBS Evening News, as well 

as National Public Radio. KIND was mentioned in 

a New York Times article about the plight of un-

accompanied children on the southern border, 

and a KIND pro bono attorney was featured on 

NBC Latino. KIND was quoted in a story in the Na-

tional Journal about the surge in unaccompanied 

children in U.S. custody, as well as in the Houston 

Chronicle, Associated Press, and the Huffington 

Post. The ABA Journal featured KIND, and Law 

Technology News published an article by KIND 

President Wendy Young and Seyfarth Shaw’s pro 

bono and philanthropy partner Allegra Rich about 

how the firm adapted its business management 

tool, SeyfarthLean, to KIND’s operations.  

 in the news 

Jose is a 16-year-old boy from 

Guatemala who was returning to 

his home town from the United 

States.  He arrived in Guatemala 

City, which is an eight-hour drive 

from San Marcos, the town in the 

western highlands where his fami-

ly lives. Jose’s family is very poor 

and had little money to spare for 

transportation to the capital to 

pick Jose up. One of GCRRP’s local 

nongovernmental organization 

partners coordinated with Jose’s 

father to help him reunify with 

Jose at the airport when he ar-

rived, and was able to drive Jose 

and his father to San Marcos, 

which saved the family from hav-

ing to spend their scarce re-

sources on transportation. GCRRP 

also helped Jose enroll in school; 

he had told KIND that he wanted 

to continue his education when he 

returned home. His parents are 

very supportive but struggle be-

cause they cannot afford to buy 

him school supplies or to pay for 

his school uniform.   

GCRRP’s local NGO partner fol-

lows up with Jose by phone regu-

larly and conducts home visits to 

monitor his progress in school. 

The partner is also helping him 

with school supplies and is en-

couraging him to study and plan 

for a successful future.  Jose plans 

to finish high school and train as a 

car mechanic.  When he is not 

attending school, Jose is helping 

his father grow corn.  Jose partici-

pated in the 2012 youth retreat 

that GCRRP’s NGO partners orga-

nized, where he met other young 

people who had returned from 

the U.S. and was able to share his 

experiences with his peers. 

“I tend not to have individuals as 

clients – and definitely not children – 

so it's not often that I get to see a 

smile on someone's face and know 

that my legal work literally made a life

-changing difference for someone. It 

was very rewarding" 

-Charles Rysavy, K&L Gates LLP  

S uccess 
tory 
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KIND’s Equal Justice Works Fellow in Los 

Angeles, supported by Microsoft, provided 

technical assistance to KIND pro bono 

attorneys on special immigrant juvenile status 

(SIJS) cases, represented children with SIJS 

claims, and co-counseled other cases. The 

Fellow has also created materials to facilitate 

representation of children with these cases, 

and conducts outreach within the community 

to educate stakeholders on SIJS. 

The Morrison & Foerster Foundation 

generously provided KIND with an Equal 

Justice Works Fellow in Washington, DC, to 

provide direct representation to 

unaccompanied alien children who are 

survivors of sexual abuse and incest in 

affirmative and defensive immigration cases. 

The Fellow conducts outreach to Child 

Protective Services, Departments of Social 

Services, the States' Attorneys, Children in 

Need of Assistance (CINA) Attorneys, family 

law courts, and other service providers in the 

region that work with these children.  She is 

also building relationships and conducting 

training sessions for state and county bar 

associations. 

Equal Justice Works Fellows 

Trafficked from China 
Laura was 12 years old when her 

parents sent her away with hu-

man smugglers, also known as 

“snakeheads”, against her will. 

After a long and frightening jour-

ney to the United States, the 

snakeheads gave her to the uncle 

to whom she was to be sent, who 

paid them about $10,000. For the 

next year, Laura lived with her 

uncle's family in a basement stor-

age room without access to the 

rest of the house.  The basement 

had a door to the street, but 

Laura did not know where she 

could go.  She did not have any 

travel documents and she knew 

no one.  On occasion, she would 

be permitted to eat with the fam-

ily; other times, she ate whatever 

food she was given afterwards.  A 

family friend convinced her uncle 

to enroll her in junior high 

school.  She began to work for 

another family friend, an "auntie" 

at a flea market who paid her a 

small amount of money and told 

her to lie about her age.  Laura 

spent the money buying food so 

she would not be hungry.   Then, 

Laura was moved to another rel-

ative's house, a supposed aunt 

and another uncle.  She lived in 

the family's living room, and was 

allowed to continue going to 

school.  Laura’s uncle yelled at 

her often, and she was told that 

she had to get a job. She worked 

long hours at a salon, sometimes 

without any breaks, including for 

food. She eventually met some-

one who told her about a lawyer 

who could help her.  She was 

hesitant for many months but 

finally contacted the lawyer. 

Laura was moved into a federal 

program to help trafficking vic-

tims and was then referred to 

KIND. An attorney from Holland 

& Knight LLP took her case and 

helped her gain status. Laura 

lives with her foster parents in 

California, and would like to 

attend college to study ac-

counting. 

S uccess 
tory 
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Doing Good — Better  

A top priority for KIND is to lever-

age our resources in ways that 

maximize our efficiency and effec-

tiveness. BWB Solutions, which 

created KIND’s business plan for 

our launch in 2008, worked with 

KIND for several months in 2012, 

analyzing data about unaccompa-

nied children obtained from the 

government and KIND itself, our 

operations, and trends in the arri-

val and placement of unaccompa-

nied children in the United States 

to ascertain how best to reach our 

vision: 100 percent representation 

of unaccompanied children. It 

found that with the right mix of 

resources, including pro bono rep-

resentation and appointed coun-

sel, this was an achievable goal. 

KIND is using BWB Solutions’ find-

ings to inform the growth of KIND 

and in our advocacy with policy-

makers to work toward closing the 

representation gap for children 

who come to the United States 

alone.  

Financial Data 2012 

Revenue 
Donated Legal Services - 92% 

Government Grants - 5% 

Events - 1% 

Other - 2% 

Expenses 
Legal Services - 97% 

General and Administrative / Fundraising - 1% 

Guatemala - 1% 

Public Education and Outreach - 1% 
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Board of Directors 

Ellen Sauerbrey 

Ambassador (retired) 

Jamie Broder 

Partner, Paul Hastings LLP 

John Bul Dau 

Author, Human Rights Activist  

Karen F. Jones 

Vice President and Deputy Counsel 

of Human Resources Law, 

Microsoft Corporation  

 

 

 

Kathleen Newland 

Director, Migrants, Migration, & 

Development & Refugee 

Protection Programs, Migration 

Policy Institute  

Lucia Ballas-Traynor 

Co-founder and Executive Vice 

President, CafeMom’s 

MamasLatinas  

Lydia G. Tamez, Secretary 

Partner, FosterQuan  

 

 

 

Maya Ajmera 

Founder, The Global Fund for 

Children  

Pamela Passman, Treasurer 

President & CEO, CREATe.org  

Ronald A. Schechter 

Partner, Arnold & Porter LLP 

Sheppie Glass Abramowitz 

Foreign affairs consultant  

Sonia Nazario 

Author, Enrique’s Journey 

Wally Christensen 

Partner, Troutman Sanders LLP 

Brad Smith, Co-Chair 
Executive Vice President and General 

Counsel, Microsoft Corporation  

Angelina Jolie, Co-Chair 
UNHCR Special Envoy  

Aurora Cassirer 

Partner, Troutman Sanders 

LLP 

Bradley R. Goldman 

General Counsel and Chief 

Compliance Officer, Palisade 

Capital Management  

Gilbert C. Hoover 

General Counsel, The Shubert 

Organization 

Jane Ginns 

Attorney 

Michelle Greenberg-Kobrin 

Dean of Students, Columbia 

University School of Law 

Ronald A. Gray 

Executive Vice President, 

International Cards, Citicorp 

Credit Services, Inc. 

 

Advisory Board 
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Headquarters Team 
Wendy Young 

President  

Alexandra Pender 

Communications and Operations Associate 

Alice Sullivan Fitzgerald 

Director of Pro Bono Recruitment and Training 

Elizabeth Dallam 

National Legal Services Director  

Ellen Jorgensen 

Director of Public Outreach and Strategic 

Development  

Megan M. McKenna 

Communications and Advocacy Director  

Vibha Bhatia 

Finance and Operations Director  

Alla Holmes 

Pro Bono Coordinator, 

Los Angeles  

Dalia Castillo-Granados 

Staff Attorney, Houston  

Emily Kephart 

Program Assistant, Baltimore  

Jenny Regueiro 

Supervising Attorney for Pro Bono 

Programs, Houston  

Jonathan Rea 

Paralegal, Houston  

Kathrine Russell 

Pro Bono Coordinator, New York  

 

Laura Nally 

Pro Bono Coordinator, Washington, DC  

Laurie Carafone 

Pro Bono Coordinator, Boston  

Lindsey Buller 

Program Assistant, New York  

Liz Shields 

Supervising Attorney for Pro Bono 

Programs, Baltimore  

Margot Dankner  

Equal Justice Works Fellow, Washington, 

DC, sponsored by The Morrison & 

Foerster Foundation 

Rosalind Oliver 

Supervising Attorney for Pro Bono 

Programs, Los Angeles  

Shanti Martin 

Staff Attorney, Washington, DC  

Wendy Wylegala 

Supervising Attorney for Pro Bono 

Programs, New York 

Yliana Johansen 

Equal Justice Works Fellow, Los Angeles, 

sponsored by Microsoft 

Guatemalan Child Return 
& Reintegration Project 

Adriana Lopez 

Social Services Coordinator 

Wendy Ramirez 

Director 

Field Team 

Anne Mackin 

Greater Boston Legal Services 

Kathleen Maloney 

Legal Aid Society, New York City 

 

Lindsay Toczylowski 

Esperanza Immigrant Rights Project, 

Catholic Charities of Los Angeles 

Mariam Habib 

American Friends Service Committee, 

Newark, NJ 

Maureen Schad 

The Door, New York City 

Rebecca Koford 

Carbrini Center for Immigration Legal 

Assistance, Catholic Charities of Houston 

Shanti Martin 

Ayuda 

2012 KIND Fellows 
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American Express  
AT&T  
Bank of America  
BG North America  
Citibank 
CenterPoint Energy, Inc. 
Exxon Mobil Corporation 
FTI Consulting 

Gen-Tech Construction  
General Electric  
GE Healthcare Division  
Marathon Oil 
Merck & Co., Inc  
NBC Universal Media  
News Corporation 

Pfizer 

Prudential 

Public Consulting Group 

Procter & Gamble 

Public Consulting Group 

Wyndham Worldwide  

Corporate Supporters 

American University Washington College of 

Law  

Boston College Law School  

Boston University School of Law  

Bunker Hill Community College  

Catholic University Columbus School of 

Law  

City of New York School of Law  

Columbia Law School 

Georgetown Law  

George Washington University Law School  

Harvard Law School  

Hofstra Law School  

Loyola Law School 

New York School of Law  

New York University School of Law 

Northeastern University School of Law  

Roger Williams University School of Law  

Rutgers School of Law  

Pepperdine University School of Law 

Seton Hall University of Law  

Suffolk University Law School  

South Texas College of Law  

Thurgood Marshall School of Law 

Touro Law Center  

University of Baltimore Law School  

University of California-Irvine School of 

Law  

University of Connecticut School of Law  

University of the District of Columbia David 

A. Clarke School of Law  

University of Houston Law Center  

University of La Verne College of Law  

University of Maryland School of Law  

University of Massachusetts School of Law-

Dartmouth  

Whittier Law School 

Law Schools 
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Abigail Williams & Associates  

Adams & Reese  

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld  

Alston & Bird  

Ana Jacobs & Associates  

Arnold & Porter  

Baker Botts  

Baker Donelson, Bearman, 

Cladwell & Berkowitz   

Ballard Spahr  

Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll 

Bangudi Law  

Barker, Epstein & Loscocco  

Bastarrika, Soto, Gonzalez & So-

mohano  

Baute & Tidus  

Berry Appleman & Leiden  

Best Best & Krieger  

Bingham McCutchen  

Blaine L. Gilbert & Associates  

Blank Rome  

Boies, Schiller & Flexner  

Bracewell & Guiliani  

Brashear Law Firm  

Brown Rudnick  

Brownstein Hyatt Farber Schreck  

Bryan Cave  

Cadwalader Wickersham & Taft  

Child Advocate Law Firm  

Chin & Curtis  

Cleary Gottlieb Steen & Hamilton  

Cooley  

Covington & Burling  

Cozen O'Connor 

Crowell & Moring  

Davis Wright Tremaine  

Dechert  

Dewey & LeBoeuf  

Dickstein Shapiro  

DLA Piper  

Donnelly, Conroy & Gelhaar  

Drummond, Woodsum & MacMa-

hon  

Duane Morris  

Dykema Gossett  

Edison, McDowell & Hetherington 

Epps Yong & Coulson  

Farella Braun & Martel  

Fish & Richardson PC  

Foley Hoag  

Forum Nobis  

Foster Quan  

Fragomen, Del Rey, Bernsen & 

Loewy   

Franco Law Group  

Frank & Pollack  

Fried Frank Harris Shriver & Jacob-

son  

Friedman Kaplan Seiler & Adelman  

Frye & Associates  

Fulbright & Jaworski 

Funk & Bolton   

Fuqua & Associates  

Gibbons  

Gibson Dunn & Crutcher  

Gimmel, Weiman, Ersek, Blomberg 

& Lewis  

Goodwin Procter  

Greenberg Traurig  

Harlan York & Associates  

Haynes & Boone  

Hogan Lovells  

Holland & Knight  

Hollingsworth  

Hughes, Hubbard & Reed  

Hunton & Williams  

Husch Blackwell  

Ilagan & Associates  

Irell & Manella  

Jacob, Medinger & Finnegan  

Jenner & Block  

Joyce & Associates  

K&L Gates  

Kasowitz, Benson, Torres & Fried-

man  

Katten Muchin Rosenman  

Kaye Scholer  

Kevin Lee Law Offices  

King & Spalding  

Kirkland & Ellis  

Knobbe Martens Olson & Bear  

Latham & Watkins  

Lichtmen & Elliot  

Littler Mendelson  

Loeb & Loeb  

Lowenstein Sandler  

MacDonald Hoague & Bayless  

Magaletta & McCarthy  

Maggio & Kattar  

Marjorie S. Shultz & Associates  

Martin Arif & Greene  

Mayer Brown  

McCarter & English  

McDermott, Will, & Emery  

McKenna Long & Aldridge  

Law Firms 
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Miles & Stockbridge  

Mintz Levin  

Morgan Lewis & Bockius  

Morrison & Foerster  

Munger Tolles & Olson  

Naima Said & Associates  

Newmeyer & Dillion  

Niles, Barton & Wilmer  

Nixon Peabody  

Nutter McClennen & Fish  

O'Melveny & Myers  

Ogletree Deakins  

Orrick Herrington & Sutcliffe  

Osha Liang  

Pappas and Lenzo  

Patton Boggs  

Patterson Belknap Webb & Tyler  

Paul Hastings  

Perkins Coie  

Phung, Miyamoto & Diaz  

Pillsbury Winthrop Shaw Pittman  

Pite Duncan  

Porter & Hedges  

Powers & Frost  

Proskauer Rose  

Reed Smith  

Riddell Williams  

Rivkin Radler  

Robinson & Cole  

Rodriguez-Nanney  

Ropes & Gray  

Rutan & Tucker  

Ryan Stark Lilienthal  

Sally & Fitch  

Scott & Associates  

Sedgwick Detert Moran & Arnold  

Seyfarth Shaw  

Sheehy, Ware & Pappas  

Sheresky Aronson Mayefsky & 

Sloan  

Shook Hardy & Bacon  

Sidley Austin  

Silvermann Thompson Slutkin 

White  

Simpson Thacher & Bartlett  

Skadden Arps Slate Meagher & 

Flom  

Snell & Wilmer 

SNR Denton  

Stephen Jeffries & Associates 

Steptoe & Johnson  

Stone & Grzegorek  

Strandling Yocca Carlson & Rauth 

Sullivan & Cromwell  

Sutherland Asbill & Brennan  

Tafapolsky & Smith  

The Greene Law Firm  

The Matthew Firm  

Thompson Loss & Judge  

Troutman Sanders  

Tydings & Rosenberg  

Valencia & Associates  

Vea & Press  

Venable  

Vinson & Elkins  

Visa Law Group  

Watt Beckworth Thomson Henne-

man & Sullivan  

Weil, Gotshal & Manges  

White & Case  

Wilmer Hale Cutler Pickering & 

Dorr  

Wilson Elser Moskowitz Edelman & 

Dicker  

Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati  

Winston & Strawn  

Yang & Ullman  

A special thank you to those who donated office space to KIND in our site 
cities in 2012: Baltimore, Miles & Stockbridge P.C. and Venable LLP; Boston, 
Chin & Curtis LLP; Newark, Lowenstein Sandler LLP and Duane Morris 
(conference room space); New York City, Hughes Hubbard & Reed LLP, Paul 
Hastings LLP, and Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP; Houston, Houston Volunteer 
Lawyers Program; Los Angeles, Holland & Knight LLP; and Washington, DC, 
Weil, Gotshal & Manges LLP. 
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American Bar Association, General 
Practice, Solo and Small Firm Division  

American Immigration Lawyers 
Association  

Baltimore City Bar Association  

Boston Bar Association  

Federal Bar Association – New Jersey 
Chapter  

Hispanic National Bar Association  

Maryland State Bar Association  

Mexican American Bar Association 

Minority Corporate Counsel Association  

National Asian Pacific American Bar 
Association (NAPABA)  

National Association of Women Lawyers 

“I felt compelled to help. I cannot imagine how 

David and Ana must have felt having been 

abused, neglected, and abandoned by their 

mother. They are experiencing a safe and happy 

home life for the first time in their lives.”  

-Enrique Longton, Covington & Burling LLP 

Bar Associations 

The Morton K. and Jane 
Blaustein Foundation 

Houston Endowment 

Hovde Foundation 

Howard G. Buffett 
Foundation 

The John D. and Catherine T. 
MacArthur Foundation  

Richardson Charitable Trust 

Sunwest Bank Foundation 

The Morrison & Foerster 
Foundation 

The Harry and Jeanette 

Weinberg Foundation 

Equal Justice Works 

Vera Institute of Justice  

Foundations 
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www.supportkind.org 

1300 L Street, 11th Floor 

Washington, DC 20005 

202-824-8690 

info@supportkind.org  


