


KIND protects children who arrive in the US alone 

We provide lawyers to help them 
navigate the immigration system 

We advocate for policies that protect 
their rights and well-being

If a child cannot stay in the US, we help 
them to return safely to their homes 
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Work in Central America
• KIND works to enhance awareness of child migration in Central 

America, promote regional standards and joint action to protect child 
migrants in the region, and address the root causes of children’s flight. 

• KIND is working to significantly expand protection of children 
throughout their migration, including in transit, once apprehended and 
taken into custody, and upon their return to their home countries via 
deportation or other means.

• KIND’s Child Return and Reintegration Project helps unaccompanied 
children returning home due to deportation or a voluntary departure 
order from the U.S. KIND and its local nongovernmental organization 
partners  ensure children are returned to their communities safely and 
receive reintegration support such as skills training, counseling, and 
help with school enrollment and scholarships.
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Root Causes of Migration

Gang violence
Gang forced recruitment

Severe abuse
Domestic violence

Gender-based violence
Lack of caretaker

Abandonment
Neglect

Deep poverty
Trafficking

Family reunification 

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)

Drawing by a young KIND client drawn during an intake with staff depicting the hard journey taken to the US
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Sexual and Gender-Based Violence



“Zero Tolerance” Policy and Family Separation

• As early as March 2017, DHS 
considers using the threat of family 
separation to deter immigrants from 
coming to the U.S.

• In May 2018, Attorney General 
Sessions’ “zero tolerance policy” 
drastically increases the number of 
separations.
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Genesis, a 5-year old girl from 
Honduras, was separated from 
her mother, Lilian, for about 
two months, including a 15-20 
day period during which Lilian 
had no idea where Genesis was 
being held. Lilian was released 
on bond following a positive 
credible fear interview and was 
reunited with Genesis. Genesis 
and Lilian are receiving 
counseling services to address 
the trauma of separation. They 
are applying for asylum based 
on gang attacks and threats of 
murder.

Brianna was separated from her 7-year-
old son Brian, who suffers from a mental 
disability, shortly after entering the U.S. 
in early June. Brianna fled an abusive 
partner in Honduras. Brianna was told 

she would see her son in a few days. 
This did not happen however. Brianna 
was released in early July. ICE did not 
release Brian immediately to Brianna, 
but three volunteer law firm attorneys 
helped get Brian back. They were re-

united in mid-July. 

The Trauma of Separation
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“My daughter was asleep 
when I put her in the van. I 
was crying but the guard told 
me not to cry, that I would 
see her again after we came 
back from court. I believed 
her. But it was all a lie. I didn’t 
get a chance to say goodbye 
to her. I can’t imagine what 
she thought when she woke 
up and didn’t see me. She is 
only 5.” 

-Mother from Honduras 

HEAR
THEIR
VOICES

WHAT WE HEARD 
AT THE BORDER

“My daughter has a heart 
condition and needs surgery 
or she will die. I had to come 
so that she could get the 
surgery and live. What was I 
supposed to do, stay in 
Honduras and watch my 
daughter die? I came so that 
my daughter could live. What 
would you do?”

-Mother separated from 6-
year-old

“We were in the 
cold place and then 
they took my mom 
away. How come 
they separated us?" 
-8-year-old girl, 
separated from 
mother
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“Ending” Family Separation 
& Expanding Family Detention

• In June, President Trump issues an executive order “ending” 
family separation.

• This order directs the expanded use of family detention as an 
alternative to the separation of children from their parents.

• It also directs DOJ to seek modifications to the Flores 
Settlement Agreement to enable the government to detain 
families for the duration of their immigration and other 
proceedings, which could endure for months or years.
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Dismantling the Flores
Settlement Agreement

Proposed 
Rules

Continuously 
reevaluate UAC 

status

Would permit ICE 
to self-license its 

own family 
detention centers

Would expand the 
definition of 

“emergency” to relax 
the standards and 

conditions in which 
children are held
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Further Attacks on Children and Families

• Proposal of “binary choice” option – would force 
parents to choose between prolonged family 
detention or separation

• Presidential Proclamation and interim final rule 
barring asylum eligibility for those who arrive 
between ports of entry, including unaccompanied 
children.
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Over 60% of these children have no one to 
represent them in their deportation proceedings

Kids in Need of Defense (KIND)



13

9 out of 10 children without attorneys are 
ordered deported
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A child with an attorney is five times more 
likely to be granted protection
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Contact us:
info@supportkind.org
1201 L St. NW, Floor 2
Washington, DC 20005

202-824-8690
www.supportkind.org

Follow us on: 
www.facebook.com/supportkind

Twitter & Instagram 
@Supportkind

www.youtube.com/supportkind
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