Sexual and Gender Based Violence (SGBV) & Migration Fact Sheet
Sexual and gender-based violence (SGBV) forces many women, girls, and LGBTI persons to flee El
Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras. Family members, gangs, and drug traffickers most frequently
perpetrate SGBV, but violence by police and other authorities is also widespread. Despite pervasive
SGBV in the three countries staggering impunity levels persist, with an average of less than 10 percent of
cases resulting in conviction. Many individuals and families fleeing SGBV are potentially eligible for
protection under U.S. as well as Mexican refugee law, as the governments of El Salvador, Guatemala, and
Honduras fail to protect their citizens from SGBV.
Women and girls endure high rates of domestic and sexual violence in Guatemala, El Salvador, and
Honduras
• In the first 10 months of 2017 the Guatemalan Public Ministry received 51,742 reports of violence
against women and 10,963 reports of sexual violence against women and girls.1 The total number of
incidents is likely much higher, however, as many continue to go unreported.2
• According to a 2017 study 67.4 percent of women and girls in El Salvador report having experienced
gender-based violence at some point in their lifetimes, and 40 percent report having experienced
sexual violence.3 Actual numbers are probably significantly higher because fear and shame prevent
many women and girls from disclosing violence.
• The National Emergency System in Honduras receives approximately 4,000 calls reporting domestic
violence each month.4 This represents a very small portion of the actual incidence of domestic
violence, due to widespread underreporting.5
Gangs use sexual violence as a strategy to maintain fear and control
• Gangs in Northern Triangle countries employ sexual violence as a strategy to maintain control over
territories and populations. Rape is widespread and is employed by gang members to discipline girls,
women, and their family members for failure to comply with the gang’s demands and to demonstrate
the gang’s dominance over the community. 6

1

Ramos, Saira, Más de 51 mil Mujeres Viven una Situación de Violencia en el País, Publinews, November 22, 2017,
https://www.publinews.gt/gt/noticias/2017/11/22/cifra-violencia-la-mujer-embarazos-menores-2017.html
2
Palma, Claudia, Cada 46 Minutos se Comete una Violación, Prensa Libre, May 16, 2016,
http://www.prensalibre.com/guatemala/justicia/cada-46-minutos-se-comete-una-violacion
3
Ministry of the Economy and General Office of Statistics and Census, Government of El Salvador, National Survey on
Violence Against Women, El Salvador, 2017,
http://www.bcr.gob.sv/esp/index.php?option=com_k2&view=item&id=1153:redibacen-resultados-de-la-encuesta-nacional-deviolencia-contra-la-mujer-2017&Itemid=168.
4
4,000 Llamadas de Violencia Domestica Recibe en 911 al Mes, La Prensa, Honduras, March 18, 2018,
http://www.derechosdelamujer.org/tl_files/documentos/violencia/Cuaderno%20Obstaculo%20web.pdf
5
National Institute of Statistics and Secretary of Health, Honduras, Encuesta Nacional de Demografía y Salud, 2011-2012, 2013,
p283, http://dhsprogram.com/pubs/pdf/FR274/FR274.pdf
6
Thomas Boerman and Jennifer Knapp, “Gang Culture and Violence Against Women in El Salvador, Honduras, and
Guatemala,” Immigration Briefings Issue 17-03, March 2017, p. 8; Roxana Delgado and Jorge Vargas Méndez, El Salvador: La
violencia de maras y su impacto en la vida, la seguridad y las libertades de las mujeres, ORMUSA, El Salvador 2016, p35.

1

•
•
•
•

Girls, many aged 15 or younger, are forced to become “girlfriends” of gang members, and those who
resist are subject to sexual violence, and in some cases killed. 7 Forced recruitment of girls and
women, and rape and sexual violence by gangs, constitutes a contemporary form of slavery.8
Women and girls are frequently kidnapped and subject to repeated rape by multiple gang members,
with girls as young as nine years old having been victims of gang rape.9
In many cases, victims of sexual violence are tortured, killed, and dismembered, and their bodies left
in clandestine graves, or in public areas to provoke fear in other women and girls.10
Girls and young women threatened by gangs and subjected to forced recruitment or rape often go into
hiding and stop attending school due to fear of leaving their homes. 11

Rates of gender-motivated killings have increased dramatically over the past several years
• Honduras has the highest femicide rate per capita in the world; a woman is murdered every 16
hours.12
• On average, two women are murdered each day in Guatemala, and the number of women murdered
increased 13 percent between 2016 and 2017.13
• In El Salvador, 155 murders of women were registered in the first four months of 2018—a 20%
increase from the same period in 2018.14
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Members of the LGBTI community are targets of gender-based violence by families, gangs, and
authorities
• Civil society organizations in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Honduras report that LGBTI people are at
high risk for violence and extortion by gangs and organized criminal groups, hate crimes, and abuse
by authorities, leading many LGBTI individuals to migrate in search of safety.15
• At least 145 LGBTI persons in El Salvador have been murdered since 2015, and many of those
victims were subject to torture and mutilation.16 The number of transgender women murdered
annually in El Salvador has increased 400 percent since 2003.17
• In Honduras, at least 170 LGBTI individuals were murdered between 2011 and 2016.18 LGBTI
activists have been targets of violence and assassination.19
• In Guatemala, LGBTI individuals experience discrimination in access to health care, education, and
employment. While reliable statistics are not available, hate crimes against LGBTI individuals are
widespread, as is discrimination and violence committed by state authorities.20
The vast majority of sexual and gender-based crimes go unreported and unpunished
• In Guatemala, intimate partner violence goes unreported in an estimated 90 percent of cases. 21 Causes
of underreporting include social stigma toward survivors, fear of reprisal by the abuser, as well as
unresponsiveness and ineffectiveness of the judicial system.22
• In El Salvador, of the 662 violent deaths of women registered by the Public Prosecutor between 2013
and 2016 only 5 percent resulted in a conviction.23
• In Honduras, less than 10 percent of murders of women result in a conviction.24
• In El Salvador, Guatemala, and Honduras, LGBTI victims do not report violent crimes because they
fear discrimination and abuse by authorities, and the vast majority of reported crimes against LGBTI
people are not investigated.25
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For questions please contact:
Rachel Dotson, Director of Gender and Migration Initiatives, Kids in Need of Defense (KIND),
rdotson@supportkind.org
Leah Chavla, Program Officer, Migrant Rights and Justice, Women’s Refugee Commission (WRC),
leahc@wrcommission.org, (202)750-9598
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