
January 25, 2017
Pres”dent Trump takes off”ce on January 20t“ and ”ssues Execut”ve 
Order 13767 w“”c“ categor”zes unaccompan”ed c“”ldren ”n need of 
protect”on as opportun”st”c and laws des”gned to g”ve t“e c“”ldren a 
fa”r c“ance to “ave t“e”r stor”es “eard by our legal system as 
loop“oles.

A Timeline of How the Trump Administration 
is Rolling Back Protections for Children

Targeting of Children Starts

T“e Department of Homeland Secur”ty (DHS) f”rst publ”cly 
contemplates t“e separat”on of parents and c“”ldren as a means of 

deterr”ng future asylum-seek”ng c“”ldren and fam”l”es from ask”ng for 
protect”on. 

T“e Department of Just”ce (DOJ ) term”nates t“e just”ce Amer”Corps 
(jAC) program t“at prov”ded counsel for unaccompan”ed c“”ldren. T“e 
program a”med to ”mprove court eff”c”ency ”n a cost-effect”ve manner 
and to ”dent”fy c“”ldren w“o “ad been v”ct”ms of “uman traff”ck”ng or 
abuse and, as appropr”ate, refer t“em to ot“ers to ass”st ”n t“e 
”nvest”gat”on and prosecut”on of t“ose w“o perpetrate suc“ cr”mes. 

Representation Project Ends
June 2017

March 2017

Family Separation Begins at 
Border
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U.S. Imm”grat”on and Customs Enforcement (ICE) beg”ns target”ng t“e 
parents and relat”ves of unaccompan”ed ”mm”grant c“”ldren for 
deportat”on and, ”n some cases, cr”m”nal prosecut”on.  Descr”bed as an 
effort to d”srupt smuggl”ng networks and protect c“”ldren, t“”s 
targeted enforcement ”nstead only endangers and re-traumat”zes 
c“”ldren by separat”ng t“em from loved ones w“o stepped forward to 
care for t“em as t“ey go t“roug“ t“e court process. 

June 2017
Targeting Sponsors

U.S. C”t”zens“”p and Imm”grat”on Serv”ces (USCIS) mod”f”es ”ts rev”ew of 
aff”rmat”ve asylum appl”cat”ons by request”ng t“at adjud”cators refer 

certa”n proposed grants of rel”ef to t“e agency’s asylum “eadquarters 
for rev”ew. T“”s pract”ce, w“”c“ ”s typ”cally used ”n novel or “”g“-prof”le 

cases or t“ose w”t“ nat”onal secur”ty concerns, ”s now requ”red for 
cases ”n w“”c“ an adjud”cator proposes to grant asylum to an adult or 

c“”ld w”t“ alleged past or current gang aff”l”at”on, or to someone 
prev”ously deta”ned ”n secure or staff secure fac”l”t”es. T“ese 

allegat”ons are often based on unrel”able ev”dence suc“ as a c“”ld’s 
clot“”ng or t“e ne”g“bor“ood ”n w“”c“ t“e c“”ld l”ves.

New Hurdles to Asylum
August 2017

T“e Execut”ve Off”ce for Imm”grat”on Rev”ew (EOIR) ”ssues a memo 
stat”ng ”t ”s no longer legally bound by DHS’s determ”nat”ons regard”ng 
w“et“er a c“”ld meets t“e def”n”t”on of an “unaccompan”ed al”en c“”ld 
(UAC).  T“”s memo ”nv”tes ”mm”grat”on judges to re-evaluate a c“”ld’s 
unaccompan”ed status and s”gn”f”cantly c“anges t“e way a c“”ld’s 
case ”s processed m”d-way t“roug“ t“e c“”ld’s legal case, w“”c“ would 
str”p t“e c“”ld of more c“”ld-appropr”ate procedures and protect”ons.

September 2017
Courts Re-defining "UAC"

T“e Adm”n”strat”on term”nates a l”fesav”ng refugee program des”gned 
to protect c“”ldren ”n danger l”v”ng ”n Central Amer”ca. T“e Central 

Amer”can M”nors (CAM) Program “ad been ”n ex”stence s”nce 2014 and 
allowed c“”ldren to apply for refugee status from t“e”r countr”es of 

or”g”n. T“”s enabled c“”ldren to make t“e”r cla”ms for protect”on w”t“out 
“av”ng to undergo t“e dangerous journey to t“e U.S. border.  T“e 

abrupt term”nat”on of t“e program left more t“an 4,000 c“”ldren w“o 
appl”ed w”t“out even t“e c“ance to “ave an ”nterv”ew.

Child Refugee Program 
TerminatedNovember 2017

EOIR ”ssues memo to ”ts ”mm”grat”on judges w”t“ c“anges ”n “ow to 
proceed w”t“ cases ”n court ”nvolv”ng c“”ldren. T“e rev”sed gu”dance 
weakens t“e use of c“”ld-fr”endly pract”ces for unaccompan”ed 
c“”ldren and makes courts t“at are naturally adversar”al even more 
so. It also ”nstructs judges to be more skept”cal of t“ese part”cularly 
vulnerable c“”ldren as t“ey try to expla”n t“e “arrow”ng exper”ences at 
t“e core of t“e”r cla”ms for U.S. protect”on.

December 2017
Less Child-Friendly Courts

T“e Off”ce of Refugee Resettlement (ORR)'s D”rector of C“”ldren’s 
Serv”ces ”s now requ”red to personally approve t“e release of c“”ldren 
w“o are placed ”n, or w“o “ave ever been placed ”n, a staff secure or 

secure fac”l”ty for safety concerns for t“emselves or ot“ers - even 
t“oug“ ORR bases ”ts release dec”s”ons on t“e expert op”n”ons of ”ts 

staff and t“oroug“ background c“ecks. C“”ldren l”kely w”ll be “eld 
longer ”n detent”on as a result of t“”s pol”cy c“ange, ”nclud”ng c“”ldren 

w“o pose no r”sk to t“emselves or to t“e commun”t”es ”n w“”c“ t“ey 
would be released. 

June 2017
Child Releases Slowed
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DHS starts narrow”ng longstand”ng legal protect”ons for c“”ldren. T“ese 
c“anges ”nclude a more l”m”ted ”nterpretat”on of w“o can qual”fy for 

Spec”al Imm”grant Juven”le Status (SIJS) by deny”ng recent 
appl”cat”ons for rel”ef for c“”ldren between t“e ages of 18-21 and 

resc”nd”ng prev”ous approvals for c“”ldren ”n t“at age group. 
Resc”nd”ng prev”ously granted protect”on ”s devastat”ng to t“ese 

c“”ldren and young people w“o are c“”ld surv”vors of abuse, 
abandonment, neglect, and for w“om ”t was not ”n t“e”r best ”nterest to 

return to t“e”r country. 

Winter 2018

New Barriers for Abused 
Children

https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Death-by-a-Thousand-Cuts_May-2018.pdf


Attorney General Jeff Sess”ons cert”f”es a number of cases to “”mself 
for rev”ew. T“ese referrals effect”vely allow “”m to recons”der old 
dec”s”ons and make b”nd”ng aut“or”ty ”n cases prev”ously dec”ded by 
t“e Board of Imm”grat”on Appeals (BIA).  T“ese cases address ”ssues of 
cr”t”cal ”mportance to t“e adjud”cat”on of c“”ldren’s cla”ms, ”nclud”ng 
t“e ab”l”ty of ”mm”grat”on judges to grant cont”nuances or 
adm”n”strat”ve closure, t“e ava”lab”l”ty of asylum to t“ose seek”ng 
protect”on based on members“”p ”n a “part”cular soc”al group,Ŏ and 
t“e ab”l”ty of asylum appl”cants to prov”de oral test”mony ”n support of 
t“e”r appl”cat”ons. 

Critical Decisions 
Reconsidered March 2018

ORR f”nal”zes a wr”tten memorandum of agreement w”t“ ICE outl”n”ng 
pol”c”es and procedures for conduct”ng background c“ecks on 

potent”al sponsors for c“”ldren t“at w”ll result ”n many undocumented 
sponsors, ”nclud”ng parents, e”t“er not be”ng el”g”ble for sponsors“”p or 

d”scouraged from apply”ng out of fear of deportat”on. ORR “as 
trad”t”onally cons”dered t“e safety of t“e “ome paramount ”n 

cons”der”ng t“e release of a c“”ld.  As ”n many ot“er examples, 
”mm”grat”on enforcement preva”ls over c“”ld protect”on.

April 2018
ORR Collaborates with ICE

Attorney General Sess”ons announces "zero tolerance" pol”cy requ”r”ng 
DHS to refer all ”mm”grants appre“ended cross”ng t“e U.S. border for 
cr”m”nal c“arges, w“”c“ means t“at ”f an adult crosses w”t“ a c“”ld, t“e 
c“”ld w”ll be taken from t“e adult, even ”f t“e adult ”s t“e c“”ld’s parent, 
and placed ”n detent”on, render”ng t“e c“”ld unaccompan”ed. T“e 
adult w”ll be placed ”n adult detent”on to awa”t cr”m”nal proceed”ngs. 
T“”s w”ll result ”n c“”ldren be”ng deta”ned alone, w“”c“ ”s not only 
traumat”c, but places an enormous stra”n on t“e ORR care and 
custody system, w“”c“ ot“erw”se would not “ave to “ouse c“”ldren 
arr”v”ng to t“e U.S. w”t“ t“e”r parents.  

Family Separation as 
U.S. Policy May 2018

ICE beg”ns to transfer c“”ldren to ICE custody s“ortly after t“ey turn 18, 
and ”n some cases, on t“e”r 18t“ b”rt“day T“”s desp”te t“e Traff”ck”ng 

V”ct”ms Protect”on Reaut“or”zat”on Act of 2013 w“”c“ states t“at w“en 
c“”ldren ”n ORR custody turn 18, ICE s“all cons”der placement ”n t“e 

least restr”ct”ve sett”ng ava”lable after tak”ng ”nto account t“e c“”ld's 
danger to self, t“e commun”ty, and r”sk of fl”g“t. Congress mandated 

t“at ORR and ICE cons”der alternat”ves to detent”on for t“ese teens, 
”nstead of automat”cally lock”ng t“em up ”n adult pr”sons.

ICE Detention after 18th 
BirthdayMarch 2018
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More t“an 700 c“”ldren are reported to “ave been taken away from 
t“e”r parents from October 2017 - Apr”l 2018, accord”ng to t“e New York 
T”mes, ”nclud”ng 100 c“”ldren under t“e age of 4.

April 2018
Family Separations Mount

Attorney General Sess”ons ends t“e ab”l”ty of ”mm”grat”on judges to 
temporar”ly close cases. Judges now cannot adm”n”strat”vely close a 

case, and are requ”red to meet case complet”on gu”del”nes t“at t”e 
t“e”r “ands ”n allow”ng fa”r adjud”cat”ons of appl”cat”ons for 

“uman”tar”an protect”on.  Judges w”ll not be able to allow t“e”r 
government colleagues an opportun”ty to rev”ew a c“”ld’s case to 

determ”ne ”f t“at c“”ld would be ”n danger ”f returned to t“e”r “ome 
country. C“”ldren may now be ordered deported even t“oug“ t“ey 

may “ave a val”d cla”m for protect”on t“at ”s st”ll ”n process.

May 2018

New Restrictions for 
Judges

K”ds ”n Need of Defense (KIND)
1300 L St. NW, Su”te 1100, Was“”ngton, DC, 20005
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Attorney General Sess”ons rules on Matter A-B  and narrows t“e ab”l”ty 
of v”ct”ms of severe v”olence, ”nclud”ng domest”c and gang v”olence 
and “uman traff”ck”ng, to access asylum ”n t“e U.S.  T“e dec”s”on casts 
as”de years of settled case law on w“at const”tutes a “part”cular soc”al 
groupŎ – t“e category t“at forms t“e bas”s of many c“”ldren’s asylum 
cla”ms, and w“en persecut”on by non-governmental actors g”ves r”se 
to el”g”b”l”ty for asylum.  In July 2018, USCIS ”ssues gu”dance  to asylum 
off”cers on ”mplementat”on of t“”s dec”s”on, w“”c“ l”m”ts protect”ons for 
t“e most vulnerable.

June 2018
Asylum Definition Narrows 

Pres”dent Trump’s Execut”ve Order on t“e fam”ly separat”on pol”cy does 
not end separat”ons.  Instead, ”t leaves t“e “zero toleranceŎ pol”cy 

”ntact, result”ng ”n parents seek”ng asylum st”ll be”ng cr”m”nally 
prosecuted at t“e border, and prov”des for t“e expanded use of fam”ly 

detent”on.  T“e Order also announces t“e government's ”ntent to  
el”m”nate standards govern”ng DHS's “old”ng of ”mm”grant c“”ldren ”n 

custody. 

"Ending" Family Separation & 
Increasing Detention June 2018

https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Death-by-a-Thousand-Cuts_May-2018.pdf
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/04/20/us/immigrant-children-separation-ice.html
https://supportkind.org/
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More Harmful Changes to Come

Roll”ng back t“e TVPRA for c“”ldren from non-
cont”guous countr”es and subject all 
unaccompan”ed c“”ldren to t“e narrower 
protect”ons and cursory screen”ng procedures 
currently prov”ded to unaccompan”ed c“”ldren 
from Mex”co and Canada.

El”m”nat”ng t“e opportun”ty for unaccompan”ed 
c“”ldren to “ave t“e”r asylum appl”cat”ons f”rst 
“eard ”n a non-adversar”al sett”ng.

Str”pp”ng “unaccompan”ed c“”ldŎ status and 
t“e related procedural protect”ons from 
c“”ldren ”f a parent or sponsor ”s located ”n 
t“e U.S.

Term”nat”ng t“e longstand”ng Flores Settlement 
Agreement (FSA) perta”n”ng to t“e treatment of 
”mm”grant c“”ldren ”n detent”on. 

Enter”ng ”nto a Safe T“”rd Country agreement w”t“ 
Mex”co w“”c“ would force c“”ldren and adults 
w“o traveled t“roug“ Mex”co en route to t“e U.S. 
to seek asylum ”n Mex”co, and be barred from 
seek”ng U.S. protect”on. Mex”co's asylum system ”s 
weak, can only process a small number of cla”ms, 
and can be very unsafe for c“”ldren, w“o would 
“ave l”m”ted access to protect”on, ”f any, w“”le 
awa”t”ng t“e process”ng of t“e”r cla”ms.

Read the full report  "Death by a Thousand Cuts"

T“e Adm”n”strat”on ”s work”ng towards numerous ot“er act”ons t“at 
would dec”mate protect”on for unaccompan”ed c“”ldren. T“ey ”nclude: 
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Deny”ng people from apply”ng for asylum at 
ports of entr”es at U.S. border.  T“”s would slam 
t“e door on people w“ose l”ves are ”n danger 
and potent”ally return t“em to t“e”r deat“ or 
ser”ous “arm.

https://supportkind.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/Death-by-a-Thousand-Cuts_May-2018.pdf
https://supportkind.org/

